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newspaper images of climate change published over a six-month period in Canada’s 
two national newspapers, The Globe and The National Post, in 2008 and discovered 
that Canada’s climate change story is told primarily using benign human imagery, 
focusing on politicians (for example, Canada’s environment minister, John Baird) 
rather than on scientists or ordinary citizens. Emotive images, such as a polar bear 
mother with her cub, were rare in their sample. They conclude that the national 
print media in Canada were not interested in playing up the emotional aspects of the 
climate change debate. “In our view, the dearth of the clear imagery around global 
climate change makes it more difficult for ordinary citizens to visualize potential 
impacts and consequences, and to link (often) abstract language claims to real world 
and to everyday life” (p. 531).

For a summary of sociological perspectives on the environment, see Table 15.2.

Table 15.2   Summary of sociological perspectives: The environment

Functional Conflict/Feminist Interactionist

Explanation of 
environmental 
problems

Environmental problems 
are dysfunctions of 
modern living, the result of 
agricultural and industrial 
modes of production.

Problems are created by 
humans competing for 
power, income, and their 
own interests.

Our capitalist economic 
system has been identified 
as a primary source of the 
conflict over polluting (or 
conserving) our physical 
and natural worlds.

According to the feminist 
perspective, a masculine 
worldview is responsible 
for the domination of 
nature, the domination 
of women, and the 
domination of other 
minorities.

Theorists from this 
perspective address how 
environmental problems 
are created and defined.

Questions asked 
about the environment 
and environmental 
problems

How are environmental 
problems related to our 
modes of production 
or to our patterns of 
consumption?

Are environmental 
problems inevitable 
consequences of modern 
living?

How do environmental 
problems emerge from 
our capitalist economic 
system or from a patriarchal 
society?

Which particular groups 
are at risk for experiencing 
environmental problems or 
their impacts?

How are environmental 
problems created?

What factors are included 
in the process?

How is a problem 
legitimized?

What individuals or groups 
play a role in the process?


